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APA/Res/2013/10

10 December 2013
Resolution 

on

Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change and 

Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia
 
            

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
 

Recalling the Resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia, APA/Res/2010/13, dated 30 November2010;

 
Welcoming the Report of the Secretary-General on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia, contained in document SG/Rep/2011/03-2 dated 3 September 2011; 
Welcoming the results 19th conference of Parties to the UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on climate Change) / 9th session of the conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to Kyoto Protocol (COP19/CMP9) which took place in Warsaw, Poland, 11-22 November 2013

Recognizing the need to pursue the components of sustainable development namely the economic growth, social development and environmental protection in a balanced and mutually supportive manner;

 

Emphasizing the importance of realization of sustainable development objectives and the decisions of the 1992 Rio Conference bearing in mind the existence of different capacities and conditions of Asian countries;

 

Underlining the necessity of a comprehensive and long-term strategy to combat desertification, thus improving the living conditions of the people living in arid and semi-arid areas;

 
Recognizing the significance of exchanging information on environmental issues among Asian countries and transfer of environmental technology, in particular scientific and technical assistance, from those countries with high capabilities in the area of sustainable development to less developed countries in Asia;

 
Acknowledging the importance of enhancing the role of civil society, NGOs, policy think tanks, business and academia in the protection of environment through their inputs to the environmental policy formulation as well as implementation at the local, national and regional levels;

 
Noting with interest the findings of Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in its last report on forests: land use, land use change, and forestry (LULUCF), delivering an important message with possible indications for the APA’s goal of “Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia”
Recognizing the responsibility of developed countries and international institutions to meet the special needs of Asian countries, particularly Asian developing countries, in their efforts to deal with negative consequences of environmental degradation effectively and reiterating the importance of devising a proper mechanism for technology transfer and financing environmentally sound technology from developed to developing countries;
Emphasizing that substantive involvement of APA in the latest state of affairs as regards the ongoing negotiations within the context of UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol, exchange of views among Member Parliaments and striving for bringing as much coordination and collaboration as possible in relevant negotiating fora with a view to serving and improving the common regional interest of Asia is a compelling imperative; 
Encouraging the inclusion of Asian parliamentarians in the national delegations participating in the climate change negotiations in Warsaw, Poland;

Noting with satisfaction and expressing interest in the Cancún agreements including the “newly agreed financial and technological mechanisms” and its relevance and importance for Asia;

Emphasizing the importance of cooperation among Member Parliaments with regard to efforts to combat desertification;

1. Invite the Member Parliaments to proceed with legislation and other legal actions deemed appropriate and facilitative to encouraging the governments to formulate and implement legislations, policies and measures with regard to the following:
•  Facilitating and encouraging the operationalization of the idea of “plantation of billions of trees” envisaged in APA documents, as an effective means of increasing afforestation and reforestation as well as strengthening the total GHG mitigation potential and finally contributing to reducing emissions from deforestation;

• Modal shifting from road to rail and inland waterway shipping, urban planning and non-motorized transport which offer opportunities for GHG mitigation, depending on local conditions and policies;

• Integrating climate policies in broader development policies with a view to making implementation and overcoming barriers easier;
• Financing and encouraging R&D for low carbon or cleaner technologies with a view to stimulating technological advances, reduce costs, and enable progress toward stabilization;

• Legalizing the necessity of observing the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) as a step towards bringing a balance between the three pillars of sustainable development namely: economic growth, social development and environmental protection;
• Encouraging the maximum possible interaction, coordination, integrity and solidarity among Asian delegations involved in climate change negotiations with a view to providing for a collective wisdom by Asia as concerns their common interests which in turn shall strengthen Asian regionalism and contribute to the cause of an Asian integration;

• Interacting with and make collective attempts with other Asian States Parties for pushing the environmental priorities and urgencies of the Asia within the agenda of financial and technological mechanisms of environment related instruments such as GEF, those operating within UNEP and the newly established technological and financial mechanisms in Durban in 2011; 

2. Recommend the holding of APA coordination meetings of Member Parliaments in the sidelines of Durban event to enable the Members interact, assess the possibilities of better coordination and better understand the legislation challenges and opportunities as regards the draft agreements under negotiation and also as concerns the collective efforts with the APA;

3. Invite Member Parliaments to exchange experiences and best practices on environmental issues and provide, on a voluntary basis, the data concerning issues related to sustainable development, climate change and other environment related major issues to the Secretariat to be compiled in a database for the reference and use by all Member Parliaments;

4. Invite also Member Parliaments, in a position to do so, to provide material and technical support to APA members in their efforts to combat desertification;

 

5. Request the Secretary General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on the implementation of the present resolution and report thereon to the next session of the Sub-Committee in 2014.
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